
According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, falls to the
surface account for nearly 70% of all playground injuries. Such injuries
can be reduced with a shock-absorbing surface that has a critical height
rating equal to or above your play equipment’s highest accessible part
(CPSC/ASTM).

SURFACING OPTIONS
• “Loose-fill” material with retaining edger. Engineered wood fiber, sand,

pea gravel, rubber products such as PlayTurf®and other bulk materi-
als are the least expensive and are easy to install , but they
do require more maintenance to meet CPSC guidelines. The
CPSC Handbook shows “critical height” values for adequate protec-
tion with the most common loose-fill materials.

• Resilient tiles, like TuffTurf ®, or other factory-engineered materials
provide a guaranteed critical height value and require little maintenance.
Such tiles are mainly used for wheelchair access paths and high
wear areas because of cost considerations.

• Poured-in-place rubber surfaces are available in a wide variety of colors
and shapes. These surfaces are usually more expensive but are extremely
durable and require significantly less maintenance than other
surfacing options.

Costs of these surface materials vary widely, 
and can account for up to 50% or more 
of your playground’s total cost.

your surface
Choose

ACCESSIBILITY
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADAAG) Accessibility
Guidelines reinforces today’s prevailing emphasis on mainstreaming 
children of all abilities. Compliance with “equal access” features and 
overall accessibility to playground equipment is required by the American
Disability Act (ADA).

The guidelines for accessible play areas require looking at play areas as 
a collection of individual play components to determine the minimum
amount required to be accessible. Minimum requirements are based on
the number of ground level and elevated play components provided. 

More complete information on accessibility may be found on our 
web site, or by contacting your Landscape Structures representative. 

OTHER ISSUES
When making a final purchase decision, you will also want to 
consider these important points:

• Ease of installation (and availability of professional installers, when needed)
• Follow-up support services available from the representative
• Durability of materials
• Manufacturer’s playground-specific maintenance program
• Manufacturer’s warranty
• Cost of ownership over the life of your equipment
• Delivery time 

One of the best ways to review the choices is to visit existing play-
grounds, both old and new. See how the equipment wears over time,
talk to the maintenance crew, and seek references from other parks or
schools who have purchased similar equipment. 

Your Landscape Structures representative will give you a list of
Landscape Structures’ playgrounds in your area or you can take a 
“Field Trip” on our web site to see playgrounds on-line.



Budget requirements usually mean that installation decisions are made during
planning stages.

• Volunteer installation, often with the supervision of a professional
installer. (Landscape Structures offers a complimentary guide to the
Community Built process which you can request from your representative.)

• Professional installation by an insured and factory-certified crew.

• A combination of the above: e.g., site preparation by your own 
workers, followed by the professional assembly and installation 
of equipment.

If you choose the volunteer route, we strongly recommend that you 
secure the services of a professional installer to supervise your installation
and inspect the finished equipment. Before you begin installation, 
volunteers should be instructed to carefully review safety precautions as
well as sign a liability waiver to protect your organization in case of an
accident. Ask your Landscape Structures representative about the 
availability of volunteer’s installer’s insurance.

Last but not least, throw a grand opening party to help children and
adults “bond” with their new playground.
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Prepare
Once you’ve made critical decisions on your site and equipment, it’s time 
to formalize your plans so you can move ahead to implementation. Your
Landscape Structures representative will assist you every step of the way.

SCALE DRAWINGS
Your landscape architect, city engineering department or other 
professional can provide you with a scale drawing that shows site
boundaries, dimensions, orientation, overall improvements and site 
details of the playground area. 

SPECIFICATIONS
It is important to create a written specification of the materials that 
are to be used in your playground, compliance with regulations and
industry standards, the engineering details of your play activities and 
safety features. 

COSTS
Using your budget as a starting point, create a detailed breakdown 
of planned expenditures for your site, equipment, installation and 
future maintenance.

FINAL STEPS
Before you sign a purchase order, you’ll need to carefully review the
design specifications and obtain any required approvals. You can submit
your drawings and specifications to your Landscape Structures 
representative for assistance.

The final decision on what to buy and where to buy should come from
the person or committee that has been most involved in the planning
process and is ultimately responsible for the playground’s success.
Playground equipment is like most other products — you get what you
pay for. Selecting the lowest price is often not the best decision.
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It’s hard to think about inspections and repairs when you haven’t yet
built your new playground. Still, industry estimates blame poor mainte-
nance for at least one-third of all playground injuries — which means
that early maintenance planning can minimize pain, suffering and lawsuits
over the long haul.

KEY POINTS TO CONSIDER
• Budget time and money for safety surface maintenance. The frequency

of maintenance may vary depending on usage, but all materials require it.

• Prioritize your repairs list with those most serious at the top.

• Schedule inspections using detailed checklists from the manufacturer. 
Landscape Structures customizes maintenance kits for each individual 
playstructure purchase. This kit may help you determine maintenance
frequency and guide you through the maintenance process.
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